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ADYARTAGES. GF ZEIH COURSE 

νος de Cerefaa out President's pledge to eliminate offensive 
threat to US: and Remisphere from Cuba and avoids any erosion of 
US momentum and position. The pledge carried out shows that Us 
has will to fight and to protect vital interests (of great impor~ 
tance vis-a-vis Berlin). 


2. Since directed at offensive ve ons, keeps issue 
focused on Soviet nuclear presence in Cuba defiance of OAS 
and majority of Security Council, 


3. Sharp, possible one time action, may carry smaller 
risks of further escalation than ἃ series of confrontations over 
ἃ period of time. Soviet decision to risk major war unlikely to 
be decisively affected by this action in an area nonevital to the 
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off Cuba movement throughout Latin Americe which might make ie... 
increasingly difficult te strike at offensive weapons. Presen? 
willingness of Latin Americans to Support strong action probably. 
cannot be maintained indefinitely, OM, 
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5. Signals clearly that US not prepared to bargain bases 
in Cuba for positions in Bein, NATO and elsewhere, 


6. It could demonstrate to Cubans, Castro and others, 
the weakness of Soviet position in Cuba, In the absence of a strong, 
Soviet reaction in defense of Cuba, we would start the process of 
disenchantment and disaffection requisite to undermining Castro 
and Cuban reliance on the Soviet Union. We would also weaken 
any tendencies to rely on Soviets elsewhere in world, 


7. Removes a military threat to US fzom Cuban territory, 


8. Denies Khrushchev a possible cheap victory through 
successful maintenance of offensive weapons in Cuba, 
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